Since I took on the Editor-in-Chief (EiC) role, the Journal has developed significantly editorially. A lot of work has gone into strengthening Waste Management & Research (WM&R) strategically. The editorial setup has been restructured. The International Advisory Board (IAB) was created in 2015, consisting of senior experts who have taken on an advisory role in shaping the Journal's development. Sunil Herat, Li Jinhui and Mario Grosso were recruited to the WM&R Editorial Group (EG) during my tenure.
During my first term as EiC, significant efforts have been made to encourage collaboration between WM&R and International Solid Waste Association (ISWA). Thanks to ISWA President, David Newman, I now present to the ISWA Board at least twice a year on the developments and issues of the Journal. This initiative has enhanced the communication and collaboration between EG and ISWA in my tenure. ISWA Working Group members have been encouraged to engage with the Journal, serve as reviewers, bring forward hot topics and submit articles. ISWA members have free access to the Journal and frequently present as the most downloading group of users.
In 2014, SAGE Publishing started producing a 'WM&R Newsletter' with the latest information on the Journal, including statistics on submissions and acceptances, most downloaded articles, ISWA news and featuring a short interview with a person who has contributed to the Journal. This has been distributed to the Editorial Board and the IAB to encourage engagement with the Journal.
The Journal continues to do well in terms of submissions, as figures have more than doubled over the past 4 years. In 2015, a total of 843 articles coming from 79 countries were submitted, out of which 113 articles have been accepted for publication. There have been some copy flow issues as a result of the EG's quest to improve quality and only accept the most rigorous of quality research for the Journal. WM&R continues to have successful rates of article downloads, reaching just under 120,000 downloads in 2015.
The EG are doing a great job in safeguarding ethical peer review practices and have followed the guidance provided by SAGE Publishing and the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). The team has successfully kept peer-review processing times at a minimum. The implementation of the new 'immediate reject' decision has aided this process. The Journal has a very respectable submission to acceptance decision time of 162 days. The WM&R impact factor has constantly increased over the past years and is at 1.338 (2015), its highest ever. The impact factor trend can be seen in Figure 1 be selected shortly. The WM&R Best Papers are available for free download on the WM&R website. We hope this will incentivise authors to submit high-quality and well-cited research.
The Journal continues to appreciate reviewer's effort with the 'Reviewer of the Year' award. The WM&R Award for Excellent Reviewer in 2015 was awarded to Dr Sigrid Kusch, and the following reviewers have each been presented with a WM&R award for Recommended Reviewer: Professor Alfons Buekens, Dr Alberto Bezama, Dr Fabrizio Di Gregorio and Dr Xavier Font.
The EG furthered strengthened the outreach of WM&R through preparing promotion features and focusing on communicating WM&R articles. This includes the new WM&R branding, which was introduced in 2013, the Editor's Choice and e-special article collections.
Since I took charge in November 2013, the EiC and Guest Editor of WM&R have selected one article of high quality from every issue for promotion across a range of channels. Once the selection has been made and shared with the EG, the following steps are taken to promote the Editor's Choice article and increase visibility. We have seen a significant increase in article downloads for Editor's Choice articles since the first one was chosen and this trend continues.
